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Press, Cleik
Mayor Frank Hibbard
Clearwater City Hall MAY 0 9 2088
210 Osceola Avenue Manager
Clearwater, Florida 33755 Attorney
Dear Mayor Hibbard:

We, the merchants of the Cleveland Street District, are writing to you to ask for your
help.

In the last months, a group of masked protestors have come to downtown Clearwater to
demonstrate. They have told the media and the City that they are peacefully protesting. This is
far from the truth and their actions are detrimental to the conduct of business in downtown.
There have been three protests, and in each they walked through the downtown area yelling and
screaming.

Their actions have prevented customers from coming into our stores. Saturday is a very
busy day for us commerce-wise and having literally no sales for those three days hurts our
economy and not just our personal economies. We have employees that need to be paid. We
charge sales tax. These people are making it difficuit for us to attract customers downtown.

The City of Clearwater is putting a lot of effort into revitalizing downtown and we hate to
see 1t wasted due to a group of kids who should be using their time to build the community, not
trying to tear it down. We do not like having them here and they, with their masks, odd
costumes, chanting and yelling, are not welcome.,

I do not know if the City has a law to prevent people such as this from stopping
commerce as they have been doing. They do have the right to peacefully protest, but they are in
no way peaceful. They are intimidating our customers (both non-Scientologists and
Scientologists alike) and we do not appreciate it.

We ask you for your assistance in this matter. We know that you have a whole city to
contend with, but downtown has been the focus of so much of your hard work.

We thank you for your attention and we look forward to helping you create a truly great
downtown.

Sincerely,

(names and signatures attached)
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